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- SVANGELICAL. 





“SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATION.....No. IX. 
PART IIL. 


When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all his holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon 
the throne of his glory, &c.— Matt. xxv. 31—46. 


Being convinced that the passage before us does 
not describe the future resurrection state of mankind, 
but that it relates to times and circumstances imme- 
diately connected with the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and of the Jewish State, ecclesiastical and political, 
‘and is descriptive of different characters and condi- 
tions of men, in the present state of being, we may 
present a consistent defintlion of certain phrases and 
words, which are not to be taken in a literal accepta- 
tion. 

1. The ‘coming of the Son of man,’ should not be 
interpreted as implying a literal, personal advent or | 
appearance, — As Gop is described in prophetic lan- 
guage, as coming in the clouds of heaven, on many 
remarkable manifestations of his power and glory, so 
likewise is Jesus here represented, as coming ina 
similar manner, in the glory of his Father: but not 
personally. The expression, “ Waren the Son of 
man shall come,” &c.evidently alludes to what he had 
previously said, of the same display of his power and 
glory 5 particularly, in the 24th chapter, 30th verse, 
compared with chapter xvi. verses 27, 28, and Mark, 
viii. verses 38, 39, & ix.1. From examining which,the 
conviction seems to be irresistable, that by the coming 
of the Son of man, &c. we are to understand a signal 
manifestation and interposition of his kingly authori- 
ty, in the abolition of the priesthood and government 
of the Jews; and that some of those who then heard 
him, would live to see those wonderful things, when 
ihe christian dispensation would be permanently es- 
tablished, and exert a powerful influence in the woeld. 
But is there any thing to support the strange notion, 
that Christ would liferally descend, and assume the 
prerogatives of personal dominion? Were there 
any, standing there, who were net to taste of death, 
till they saw hiin personally came down and reign on 
earth ? 

The ‘ silting on the throne of his glory,’ represents 
ihe firmness & excellency of the authority of Jesus,as 
a King,in accomplishing the glorious purposes of his 
Father ; but the word throne is not to be defined Jit- 
erally, any more than the words, clouds and horse, in 
the following instances, ‘The Son of man shall 
come in the clouds of heaven.’ ‘ He that sat upon the 
while horse had a bow, and a crown was given him; 
and he went forth conquering and to conquer.’ It 
was also said of the apostles of Christ, “ Ye shall sit 
on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel ;” 
which should be understood of the instrumentality of 
their examples, ministry and doctrine. By becoming 
co-workers with Jesus, they would participate in the 
Slory of his authority and reign, ‘and sit down with 
“him on his throne.’ Thus it is said, “ he shall come 
inthe glory of his Father, with his holy angels ;” i. e. 
his inspired messengers. 

2 The ‘all nations’ that are scenically represented 
as being gathered before him,’ cannot be consistent- 
ty understood of all mankind, indiscriminately ; be- 
cause, a great part of the human family would not 
come under either description of characters, as given 
inthe sequel of the parable. There appears to be 
three classes of persons. J irst, ‘These my breth- 
en,’ probably alluding to the apostles of Christ, who 
ere revealed with Christ in his glory; secondly, 
j hose ‘on the right hand,’ who had ministered to 
Christ, by receiving his representatives. As it is 
said, * Whosoever receiveth you receiveth me; and 
whosoever receiveth me, receiveth him that sent me.” 
Or, which is the same, “Inasmuch as ye have done 
‘Cunto one of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
ne.” Thirdly, the text describes those, who had neg- 
































‘ected or despised the first class, as it is written, 


“ Whosvever despiseth you, despiseth me,” &c. It 
will not be denied by the candid and discerning, that 
a great part of the human family have never had an 
opportunity of receiving or despising the Saviour in 
that manner. 

That the phrase all nalions, in the above instance, 
should be limited, will be nore clearly seen, when we 
consider thai the same phrase occurs several times, in 
the same discourse, and in each, is to be understood 
with such limitation. See chapter 24, verse 9, “ Ye 
shall be hated of all nations for my, mame’s sake.” 
“This gospel shail be preached in all fhe world, for a 
Witness to all nations.” v.14. All which was to take 
place before the destruction of Jerusalem, which ren- 
ders a limitation of the words, all nations, indispen- 
sable, It is also said, “ And then shail all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven.” Bat, in all the 
tribes of the earth, as there used, neither “these ny 
brethren,” nor those who fed, clothed o visited them 
can be fairly included; because they would lift up 
their heads and rejoice, to witness that glorious event. 
In the symbelic description of the abolition of the 
Jewish state, the same lofty and commanding style is 
employed. Hence it is said, “ Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days, the sun shall be darkened, 
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall 
fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens be 
shaken ;” in which, the suN may represent the relig-- 
ion of the Jews; the moon their government, the 
STARS their doctors and judges, andthe POWERS OF 
HEAVEN, their Sanhedrin and Councils. This de- 
scription is symbolical, asthe gathering and separat- 
ing all nations is scenical ; and there is the same im- 
propriety in considering either of them as being literal- 
ly descriptive. The consequences which would result 
from the coming of Christ, in that generation, and the 
vast moral distance which was to be made manifest 


between the friends and the enemies of Jesus, justified 


that bold and forcible representation. Of the extent 
and limitation of universal terms and plirases, we are 
to judge from the subject of discourse aud its connex- 
ion, When we are told, * And it came to pass in 
those days, that there went out a decree from Cesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed,” (Luke 
ll. 1.) we are satisfied that the whole human farnily 
could not be intended. So likewise, after having 
been expressly informed that some of those who stood 
before Jesus in the days of his flesh, should not taste 
of death till they saw the Son of man coming in the 
glory of his Father, when, to use the words of the par- 
able, ‘all nations should be gathered before him,’ we 
cannot reasonably suppose that the same number is 
included, as when we are told, “God hath made of 
one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth ;” and again, “ll nations whom 
thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, 
O Lord; and glorify thy name.” Acts xvii. 26, Ps, 
Ixxxvi. &% Weare fully satisfied that the phrases, all 
the world, all the tribes of ihe earth, all nations, heav- 
en and earth, all the holy angels, &c. as used in our 
Lord’s answer to his disciples, in the 24th and 25th 
of Matthew, are not to be understood in their most 
natural and unrestricted sense. They were used with 
reference to the very eventful coming of the Son of 
man, which came to pass before the generation, to 
whom he spake, passed away. 

3. ‘ Sheep and Goats,’ in the parable, are not des- 
criptive of moral characters. ‘The people alluded to 
are neither received nor rejected as such. It-would 
evinee wisdom, instead of sevetity, in a shepherd, to 
divide between the two kinds of animals. It is not 
as a Shepherd, but as a King that Jesus says, * Come, 
ye blessed,” and “ depart, ye cursed.” In rewarding 
men, hereckons them as servants, owing him allegi- 
ance and willing submission. As it was said in 
another place, (chap. xxiv. 18,) **But he that shall 
endure unto the end, the same shall be saved,” that 
is, from these great calamities and mental agonies, 
which shall fall upon others, especially, such as be- 


come apostates and deny the Christian faith, so it is 
said in the parable-—“ Come ye blessed, and tnhertl 
the Aingdom prepared for you.” They were already 
blessed in having espoused a good cause, and would 
enjoy.in ahigh degree, the favors of their king. They 
would realize tn their hearts the beatitudes of a moral 


nearness to him, whose reign is a bestowment of 


blessings. “The kingdom of God, is peace, and 
joy, and righteousness in the holy Ghost.” Jesu: 
said, * The kingdom of God is come unto you.” And 
again, “The kingdom of God is within you.”--~ 
Therefore, to enjoy the incalculable blessings of the 
religion of Chiist, at the time of the greatest suffer- 
ings that ever prevailed on earth, is well represented 
by inheriting the divine kingdom. A broad aud 
evident difference obtained, during the accomplish- 
ment of our Saviour’s prophecy of the destructiot 
of the temple, between those who had adopted the 
immortal principles of the gospel, justice, liberality 
and fidelity, and those who had not. None of the 
faithful and persevering servants of Christ perished, 
in those days of unequalled “tribulation and an 

guish.” Not so with the apostates and hardened 
rebels. Not so was it with the Jews as a people, who 
had obstinately resisted the evidences of christianity, 
and refused to comply with the requisitions of a 
merciful dispensation ; who had said of Jesus, we 
will pot have this man to reign over us. They had 
withstood those wonderful works, that would have 
convinced and converted the inhabitants of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. Their sufferings were greater than 
the miseries of those who were overthrown and des- 
troyed asin amoment. ‘They not only endured the 
tremendous storm of corporeal calamities, bat sul- 
fered the additional aud insupportable pangs of a 
guilty conscience. They doubtless had great tribu- 
lation and anguish of heart. With the mind’s eye, 
they saw Jesus coming in the clouds of heaven, (the 
witnesses ef his divine authority and power,) and, 
recollecting their pertinacious abuse of bis mercy 
and grace, mourned and wailed, and gnashed thei 
teeth in the excess of mental suffering. They no 
longer heard him call and invite them, saying, “Come 
unto me.” The light of peace was “hid from then 
eyes.” Then, in a signal manner, was the kingdom 
of God, or the ministration of comfort, joy and jus- 
tification in the spirit of truth, taken from them. 
Then were they to depart, that “the children of the 
kingdom,” to whom the doctrine of life and immor- 
tality was first exclusively proclaimed, might “ be cast 
oul into outer darkness.” Then were the Jews, asa 
people, cast out of the kingdom of which they were 
children by promise, and for benevolent and wise 
purposes in the economy of God, they went away 
into a dispensation of severity and chastisement, 
which is to continue, until the fulness of the Gentiles 
he come in. As God had foretold by his prophets, 
this apostacy and casting offof the Jews, and as they 
had been represented by Jesus himself, ‘by a man 
out of whom the unclean spirit was cast, but which 
returned with seven others, nore wicked than him- 
self, and entered the man, making him their place of 
residlence,’ we can account for his adopting the 
phraseology of his countrymen in these words, “the 
Devil and his angels.” But we need not infer that 
Jesus would teach for doctrine, the persenal existence 
of such a self-made monster. The ererlasiing fire 
may relate to that administration of punishment, 
which ever has, and ever will, be inflicted on wicked 
impostors and their emissaries, such as false prophets 
and hypoerites, as long as such characters remain ; 
though with different degrees of severity. Severai 
things may be passed cver, as the scenery of the para- 
ble, not being essential to its doctrinal import. Of 
this description is the address,—“Then shall the King 
say unto them ;” also the several answers and replies 
which follow. If the Lord could be fed and now- 
ished, throtfgh the medium of his brethren in the 
ministry of life, might he not also speak through the 





same, or by some other medium. As those represen. 
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tations by parabolic imagery, are not essential to the 
proposed illustration of our subject, and cannot, with 
propriety be interpreted literally, as an altercation 
hetween the King and his subjects, they need not 
further occupy our attention. We shall conclude 
this dissertation, by attempting to explain the words, 
“These shall go away into everlasting punishment ; 
but the righteous into life eternal,” in unison with the 
doctrine of Paul; “ For therefore we both labor and 


suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God,’ 


who isthe Saviour of ail men, specially of those who 
believe.” 
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PRACTICAL. 














FOR TAK CiRRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 

Ma. Eviror—-I propose to send you some numbers for the 
* Latelligencer,” in the form of Brief Sermons. The present 
number is designed merely to call the attention of the reader 
to the importance of examining with candor and impartiality, 
the argumnents which may be offered in :avor of any senu- 
ment or system, which may not, by the rule of the synagogue, 
be admitted to claim the sanction of antiquity. There will 
be no immediate connexion between the subjects which I gh ull 
discuss. Some will be doctrinal, some moral, and others 
practical and consolatary. Youimay insert them at pleasure, 
or whenever you can do it without excluding other matter of 


more importance to your readers. SkeTcH PReacueERr. 


SKETCH PREACHER, NO. l. 


‘* And they took him, and brought him unio Areo- 
pagus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine 
whereof thou speakestis 2? For thou bringest certain 
alrange things to our ears: we would know therefore, 
what these things mean.”’—Acts xvii. 19, 20. 


This lacome and comprehensive address to the 
apostle Paul, was from the epicurean and_ stoical 
philosophers at Athens, a populous and refined city 
of Greece. ‘The inhabitants of this place were re- 
inarkably attached to novelty, and ‘spent their time 
in pothing else bat either to tell or to hear some new 
thing.” ‘Ms habitual indulgence of a restless spiit, 
an imsauiable thirst for thugs novel and strange, 
thoagl) trivial and even childish, when abstractly 
Onsidered, is not without tiportant uses to society. 
Whe suitably chastened, it subserves the interests 
of science, ol civil government, and religion. It ex- 
erts au influence in every department of human im- 
provement. A mind fotally dispossessed of this dis- 
position, would be peifecty stationary with respect 
‘o all Knowledge, and ail usefuiness. It would hug 
aucieuterrors and ancient vices with a squpid tenaci- 
ty, and perpetually grope in intellectual darkness. A 
desire tu enlarge the sphere of knowledge, to obtain 
new truths, and thereby new interests and new soure- 
es of enjoyment, was, tu the apostolical age, a pow- 
erful aid to the spread of the gospel, which * brought 
ife and Mnmortality to light.” [t predisposed many 
it least, to hear wih candour, avd to weigh with 
mpartiulity the arguments i favor of christianity.— 
ft was this winch gained the apostle a hearing at A- 
‘hens, the seat of philosophy, of arts, of science, and 
of supersiiton. Ep:cureans and stoics were equal- 
ly ready to hear, and even pressed him to bring forth 
his strongest evidences in proof of ** the strange doc- 
wine of Jesus and the resurrection.” The creeds of 
these philosophers were as different from each other, 
as they were from that of the messenger of Christ.— 
The Epicurean placed all happiness in sensual grati- 
fications and worldly pleasures. ‘The Stoic consi«- 
ered the body asa kind of elog to the soul, an object 
too contemptible to engage his. solicitude ; and af- 
fected a philosophical indifference to pleasure and 
pain, affluence and poverty, sickness & health. Now 
by the light of chistiamty we are enabled to perceive 
with great clearness that both these 
were egregiously erroneous, and that their influence 
was about equally unfavorable to the moral improve- 
ment and happiness of mankind. We therefore very 
justly reject them, and throw them over among the 
rubbish of ancient errors and superstitions, It must 
however, be admitted that these philosophical error- 





ists, notwithstanding the debasing and demoralizing f[ 


character of their general theories, manifested a tem- 
ber on this occasion, worthy of perpetual and uni- 


theories | 


versal imitation. ‘They assumed no species of infal- 
libility. They claimed no supremacy. They acted 
like candid men; like real philosophers; and I may 
say, ina certain sense, like genuine christians. They 
were not only willing, but were desirous to bear what 
could be advanced in favor of this new system of re- 
ligion. ‘They would patiently attend to all that could 
be urged in its defence, by the power of argumenta- 
tion ; or brought in support of it from the testimonies 
of tbe professed prophets of the Lord. Though “a 
law to themse'ves,” in what an exemplary manner 
did these ‘heathen men’ fulfil an injunction dictated 
by the spirit of ebristian truth ? “prove all things, 
hold fast that which 1s good.” Nor were they con- 
tented with a superficial examination of this impor- 
tant subject. They were far from being inclined to 
let it pass with a single hearing. “ When they heard 
of the resurrection of the deauv,” though “some 
mocked,” yetothersamong whom were probably these 
philosophers, said, ‘* We will hear thee again of this 
Finatter.” What admirable candour! What a sub- 
lime elevation above the humiliating prepossessions, 
and the narrow prejudices of the world. Who can 
avoid feeling the inspiration of the command, which 
fell from the lips of him, * who spake as one having 
authority,’ “Go thou and do likewise.” But can- 
did reader, with privileges which exalt them vastly 
above,have not the scribes of christendom fallen very 
far below, the philosophers of Athens? Will not 
many of the heathen, with respect to.their attention 
to the gospel, rise up in judgment against the differ- 
ent denominations of christians in regard to their 
treatment of each other? What answer does histo- 
ry give to this question, in the successive ages of the 
christian church, from the days of Paul till now ?— 
Have the papists been willing to hear the arguments 
of protestants, and compare them candidly with “the 
law and the testimony?” Have the orthodox in 
different States generally attended to the reasonings 
of those, who were reputed heretical, with an ingen- 
uous and gentle spirit of inquiry after truth? Will 
the churchman listen to the dissenter, with as much 
candor as he will exercise toward a robed dignitary 
of bis own communion? Do the various sectaries 
in our own coubtry, and im our own neighborhoods, 
exhibit, in their reciprocal intercourse, a temper as 
favorable to social improvement, and to the advance- 
ment of religious knowledge, as did these philosophers 
of Athens? How does the case stand among chris- 
tian professors in a general division into limitarians 
and universalists ? Many of us. believe in Jesus 
as ultimately the “resurrection and the life to the 
whole world 2” This doctrine is now as “ new and 
strange” to thousands, as it was to the ancient Athe- 
nians. But how is it treated by the multitude? All 
admit that if true, it is the most glorious and inter- 
esting truth ever revealed. Buthave they examined 


its truth, ifthey really exist ? Will they eall for the 
preachers of it, and hear them again and again con- 
cerning this matter? Wall they read with attention 
those publications in which a cloud of witnesses to 
“the trath as itis “in Jesus,” as the “light and life 
of the world,” is spread before them ? How do those 
conduct who “ have their wealth” by defending what 
by many are considered old errors and false systems 
“ready to vanish away 2” Do they hear themselves, 
and earnestly recommend others to hear the preach- 
ers of this new and strange doctrine? Do they ex- 
hort them to be thorough in the business? To hear 
once and again, and to read all which may be writ- 
ten upon this infinitely important subjeet, and hold 
fast whatever they find to be good ? 

Perhaps this Sketch will fall into the hands of some 
who have heretofore heard with prejudice ; or read 
without attention. Should it arouse in. any such, a 
spirit of earn>st and sober inquiry, the object of the 
writer will be answered. With whom shall we rank 
ourselves, with those who “mocked” the preacher 
of Christ, or with those who “ heard him again” ?— 
With those who “stopped their ears, and thrust him 
out of the city,” or those who would “know what 
these things mean ?” “Let us hear, and our sou!s 
will live.” 





Religion and virtue, our best support and highest 





honor, confer on the mind prineeples of noble in- 
dependence. 


POLEMICAL. 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 


INFINITY OF SIN. 

Mr. Ev1ror—Though I have no idea of continu. 
ing a controversy with T. as F am-anable to perceive 
any thing in his communications, of much importance 
either to myself or the public, I ought perhaps, thro’ 
the medium of yoyr paper, to.acknowledge an in. 
stance of candor in his last article. He there frankly 
retracts an error, into which no one except himsel/ 
woutd probably have fallen. His conduct in this in- 
stance is manly and commendable ;. and £ certainly 
should feel disposed to imitate it, could Eperceive thar 
justice or propriety demanded it. It appears to me 
that he would have done himself sti!l more honor in 
extending his retraction to other particulars in my 
communication. His mistake with respect to the pas. 
sage from the Apostle, i® equally as evident, as the 
one he has discovered and acknowledged. If ac. 
cording to his explanation of himself, he did not mean 
that the sense he gave the passage excluded mine, | 
any unable to discover the least weight or propriety in 
all he hag written upon it.. What he calls a maxim 
in philosophy, has not the least imaginable relation to 
the plain self-evident proposition which I laid down, 
There is in fact, no such maxim in philosophy, ex- 
cept it be * philosophy falsely socalled.” It is a mere 
sophism, the fallacy of which I endeavored briefly to 
point out. What T. says respecting the absurdities 
which [had pointed out, asserting that they flow from 
my own proposition, and the discovery of a new or- 
der of things, &c. appears to me too trifling to merit 
any reply. He expresses a perfect readiness to defend 
the sentiments which he has espoused ; but unless his 
future communications are of a different character 
from the former, they will afford but very little aid to 
the cause which he wishes to support, and give no 
annoyance tu that which he attempts to oppose. 8.8. 

caliuaaeee 














FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


“INFINITY OF SIN.” 
Mr. Streeter—To the intimation with whieh my opponen: 





it with a prayerful design of finding the evidences of 


commences his last rejoinder, I shall make no reply, because, 
whether correct or incorrect, it proves nothing; but shall, with- 
out any delay, attend to such of his arguments, as, to use his 
own modest Janguage, “* merit a reply.” 

He first undertakes to refute the argument by which I at- 


| tempted to prove, that by the greatness mentioned in Job xxii. 


5, was tobe understood iafinily in the strictly literal sense o! 
the word. in support of this proposition, I adduced an argu- 
ment, for which | beg leave to refer my readers to the commu- 
nication alluded to, in the twelfth number of the “ Jnéelligen- 
cer.”” He denies that the * infinity of sin” can be demonstrat- 
ed from reascn. To this assertion of S. S. I shall only reply, 
that as in the course of the present controversy, he has repeat: 
ediy attempted to refute the proposition, but in so doing, he has 
violated some of the first principles of logic, and refuted his 
own propositions, m) 
sequently remains unshaken. He further observes, that, ac- 
cording to I’. “the nature of sin is equal to that of Jehovah” 

My opponent is mietaken when he represents me as arguing 
in thismanner. I have repeatedly maintaines that sin is in its 
nature finite, and becomes infinite in the strictly litera] sense 
of the expression only by accident. In the article to which he 
replies, the word nature was, by mistake, inserted in the place 
of character. ‘This mistake being rectified, the whole of his 
reasoning “ falls to the ground.” — For if sin can become infin- 
ite by accident (and my opponent hag in vain labored to prove 
that it cannot) it does not consequently become equal in its na- 
ture ‘“*to that of Jehovah,” because, when the character 0! 
things is changed by accident, their original nature still re- 
mains; and as Sin is in its original nature finite, so it can nev- 
er equal in its nature the nature of God ; but between their re- 
spective natures there must exist an eternal opposition, andan 
infinite distance. ‘Thus though sin is infinite, in reference to 
its character, it does not in consequence become infinite in re- 
lation to.its nature. it is to be hoped, that after the foregoing 
explanation, iny opponent will not again repeat an argument 
destitute of any real solidity ; but which, from its plausibility 
is calculated to make an erroncous impression on an uninform 
ed and unrefleeting mind. 

Upon the argument with which I concluded the article refer 
red to, “S. S.”? bestows the appellation of * superanuated,” by 
which, I presume, he means to intimate that it is weak and ut 
solid. Whether this is really the case, we shall presently ais 
cover. rele. 
paper, where he will find the argument stated at full length. 

“ §. §.” cominences his repiy with his usual confidence © 
victory. aud appears to have taken great umbrage at the repeti- 
tion of the word /f- Heasverts that my argument “ 2s held ui 
check by tivo ifs.” But these suppositions were afterware 
proved, and it will be seen that though *S. S.’’ has attempte 





' t.? . le ; yf 
to shake the foundation on which they stand, the resuit is} 





y argument, in favor of the doctrine con- 


The reader is reterred to the twelfth number of this J 
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culiarly unfortunate to him, as, while confidently anticipating 
triumph, he is foiled by his own weapons. I observed, that 
the greatness of siu consists in the degree of evil designed, i. e. 
resolved upon by the will, or, I might have added, desired by 
it. If therefore, a man should desire the annihilation of an 
infinite good, he would desire the existence of an infinite evil. 
But, as every impenitent sinner must desire that God should 
cease to exist, he must desire the existence of the evil noticed 


in the preceding sentence, and is therefore in desire, guilty of 


adeicide. ‘The above definition of the greatness of sin my op- 
ponent does not attempt to dispute, and unless he can prove 
that the impenitent sinner does not or cannot destre the de- 
struction of God, he has employed his time to no purpose, in 
combatting the argument I adduced in confirmation of the doc- 
trine I defended. He inquires, ‘cana finite will form infinite 
designs? Surely not.” Here, Mr. Editor, “ S. 8.” misrepie- 
sents my arguments. I never intimated that any sinner ever 
planned a conspiracy or formed a design for the destruction of 
the Deity; but f asserted and proved that an impenitent sin- 
ner must of necessity desire or will that such an evil should take 
place, in order to his escape from the punishment his iniqui- 
ties deserve. This argument “S.S.” has not condescended to 
notice, excepting by barely declaring such a desire improbable, 
but not proving it to be such. ~ He says itis not at all proba- 
ble that any person with correct views of the adorable Jeha- 
vah ever desired his destruction. If this assertion of my op- 
ponent has any meaning, he must be understood to intimate 
that the existence of such a desire is next to an impossibility. 
Well then, admitting it to be such, | argue, that if man cannot 
desire the destruction of an infinite good, he cannot desire its 
preservation. If finite man cannot will the aanihilation of 
an infinite God, he cannot will that God should always exist, 
and that the ‘* desires of the wicked” in this respect, ‘* should 
perish.” ‘This reasoning would prove too much, and therefore 
nothing. I regret being obliged so frequently to notice the de- 
parture of my opponent from first principles, whieh should al- 
ways serve as criterions, by which the strength of arguments 
should be tested. My opponent has not therefore refuted this 
“ superanuated argument,” as he styles it, and his assertion 
therefore that “ this infinite sin is extremely harmless,” it be- 
ing asin of thought, as far as it regards the creature, is incor- 
rect, as it would justly subject him to the displeasure and pun- 
ishment of that God who has taught us, that the indulgence of 
a simple desire is as criminal asthe commission of a sinful ac- 
tion. 

It isa general rule with me, Mr. Editor, never to reply ta 
any personal reflection which may be dropped by an opponent, 
because, in so doing, controversy would be prolonged, and 
time uselessly employed. To this rule, however, | must, in 
the present case, with your permission, make an exception. 
Justice to myself, requires that [ should repel an unfounded, 
out not, i presume, wilful charge of my opponent. He repre- 
sents me as maintaining that Job desired the destruction of 
God. ife is mistaken. No intimation of the kind can be 
ound in any of my remarks. The character of the sins of 
which Job was accused, and the fact whether he was reaily 
cuilty of them, formed two distinct subjects. Upon the latter 
i observed a strict silence, as the discussion of 1t would have 
een unnecessary. But for the satisfaction of “*S. S.” 1 will 
observe that in my Opinion, those charges were false, as Job, 
had he been in the practice of those habitual sins, could not 
have been, what the ser iptures assure us he was, “¢a man who 
feared God,’ &c. Still however, the idea those charges lead 
us to form of sin, must have been correct, or it would not have 
been passed by, without reprehension, by the writer of the 
book, who was instructed and inspired by God, to record, for 
‘ne instruction of future ages, the history of that holy patriarch. 

y such unfounded allegations, my Opponent turns his own at- 
tention and mine, as well as that of our readers, from the sub- 
ject which has occasioned the present controversy between us, 
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“1 AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” 
A GREAT CONCESSION. 

The Editor of the Christian Mirror, in his paper of the 14th 
inst. ‘freely concedes that in every instance, in whieh the word 
Hell is found, in the Old Testament, the original word, She- 
ol, means, the place of departed spirits, whether happy or mis- 
erable,’ that is, all departed spirits are in hell, whether happy 
ormiserable! He also allows that ‘/fades, in the Greek Tes- 
tainent, (which answers ta Skeol in the Hebrew,) does not 
necessarily mean a place of punishment or stale of suffering. 
Literally it means dark, hidden, obscure, umknown. Some 
passages inthe English Bible, convey a wrong impression, 
where our T'ranslators have rendered it hell,’ &&. Now let us 
soberly inquire ;—-Does it need one argument to shaw, that 
according to the above conczssion, the word, fell or hades, 
cannot bemade to supportthe doctrine of endless misery ? 
Would it not be an indication of mental debility or derange- 
ment to pretend to know much, about that, which is dark, hid- 
den, obscure and unknown? Judge ye. 

Mr. Rand continues his concessions, ** The rich man and 
Lazarus were both in Hades ; but Lazarus was comforted and 
happy ; while the rich man was tormented, and lifted up his 
eyes, being in torments.”? Will the readers of the Mirror any 
longer contend that the rich man must be endlessly miserable, 
on account of being in Flades (hell) when the editor allows 
that Lazarus was in the same place, and yet was comfortable ? 
ls thisthe way to support the doctrine of un-ending torments ? 
Butthese are asgood arguments ascan be produced for that 
mercilessdogina. It appears that Mr. Rand can see and un- 
derstand, a‘ dark, hidden, obscure, and unknown place, bet- 
ter than he can that which is wholly different! As his remarks 
amount to nothing buta confutation of his own doctrine, they 
merit no .eply. 

One, thing, however, we ought to notice, on account of its 
simplicity, as well as its singularity. I, ig the following sen- 
tence. . 

*¢ But the bold assertions of the enem/es of the truth, which 
are calculated to perplex inquirers, may render some addition- 
al explanation necessary.” Now whatisthe truth to which he 
alludes? Isit not theendless sufferings of men? Those who 
oppose that doctrine, are its enemies. Who then are. its 
Sriends ? Answer; those who maintain and defend it.. Then, 
Mr. Rand is a friend to the truth of endless misery, and 
Mr. Streeter is its enemy. The friend of a truth, will endeav- 
or to promote it ; the enemy, to preventit. Jonah thought it 
was a truth that theNinevites would be destroyed in forty days, 
& he was the friend of that truth. And howangry the old man 


was, when he saw them preserved! His experience and Mr. 





and from which no unnecessary digressions should be made by 


either of the contending parties. r. 








FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


CALVINISTIC HOPE. 


A certain zealous young clergyman, recently ina sermon? 
informed the members of his church, that there were many in 
HELL, that once had as good hopes of salvation, as they them- 
selves now had. If this gentleman was correct in his state- 
nent, of what use is this boasted christian norr. Calvinists 
will not allow a person to have a hope unless they have passed 
through the great work of conviction and conversion, and have 
oined the church ; and it is frequently the case that we hear 
hurch members boasting of their expectations of going to 
faven, while others are destined to Hxeti. Now, if others, 
wo have been church members, and who possessed as good a 
aPz as those now living, are in Hell and will remain there to 
e cternity, of what use is it to pass through all these trials of 
nd, be converted and join the church, ifafter all a. person 
maybe damned. This is surely holding out good encourage- 
pt toa person to forsake all the pleasures and enjoyments 
fthie life, and to travel the dark and dreary path religion is 


sart, hischurch membership and his sores he. may be lost 
tea We should suppose that a man wishing to produce a 
tonite. pact: hold out some brighter prospects, something 
of hie . ‘cing, and encouraging. Atleast grant that the hopes 
been “arers may be realized, and all their labors meet. with 

oe uithe reward, so that they may be better off than those who 
“eve hever embraced religion. 





' . . - . as 
willers and Quakers will be damned forever ; and he isa friend 


said to mark out, when after all his sacrifices, his change of | plies to arguments and illustrations which we have published. 


Rand’s may agree. ‘The good editor of the Mirror erpects 


thatall Universalists, Unitarians, Wesleyan Methodists, Free- 


to that supposed truth, O, what must be his disappointment, 


if we should allbe saved, as well as himself? Who knows 


but he would imitate his father Jonah, and wish himself cast 
off forever ?. But we can hardly believe it. Itis rather our 


opinion, afterall, that he is a better man than his language 


would lead us to suspect. We are not yet fully persuaded 


that Mr. Rand and his brethren in the dogma of merciless 
damnation, really desire and pray for its truth. 


Our patrons who do not read the “ Christian Mirror,” may 
be surprised that we should so frequently reply to articles in 
that pene! since, as itis reported, the editor neither attacks 
our doctrine, nor engages in controversial defence of his own. 
Under such circumstances, some may deem it advisable not to 
notice the Mirror, but let it circulate without opposition, as 
does the Intelligencer. Butifany entertain such views of the 
subject, theyare mistaken. The plain and undisguised truth 
is, that Mr. Rand does attack and oppose our doctrine; he 
does attemp{ to defend every statement which he makes, that is 
not unanswerably contradicted, or refated. He virtually re- 


These are facts, which hecannot deny, _ It is true, the editor 
does not apprize his readers that be is combating the senti- 
ments advocated in the Christian Intelligencer.. Heis care- 
ful not to. mention the name of our paper. The reasons 
which are assigned for it, are, that if their readers know thev 
are replying to arguments in the jntelligencer, a curiosity will 





— ee 








Universalists being a ‘* Sect every were spoken against,” those 
who hold our publications in contempt, would be gratified in 
believing our paper was not noticed by the editor of the Mir 
ror. Hence, the conductors of that Calvinist oracle, deem i: 
most prudent to oppose us in aclandestine manner, by with 
holding the ééfle of the paper. Our readers would be gratifie: 
to hear the dia/ogues in the Mirror counting-room betwee: 
the publisher and editor; to hear them sigh over “ the plot 
for a Missionary Stall,” to raise a fund for the salvation tthe 
heathen, by robbing the birds of their “ daily food ;” to sec 
wry visages smoothed out into forced smiles, while they con- 
gratulate each other, that no more of their patrons, saw, in the 
Christian Intelligencer, the exposure of the false and ridiculous 
story ofa woman in Maine,who never heard of the name of the 
Saviour, though born and educated in the midst of christian 
society. O, exclaims the publisher, what a blessed thing it is 
to have an ex-minister of Calvinism for an editor. Why, if é 
had published such an incredible story under the imposing ti- 
tle of “ Statement ofinteresting facts,”’ | should not have been 
believed by.one out of an hundred ; but all the printers and 
scriblers in the State would have called me to the public-judg- 
ment-seat, fora scandalous outrage on the character ofr ous 
infant commonwealth. Butwho dares discredit what is delits 
erately published by a Reverend orthodox minister? Only le: 
us persevere, and make no retractions however false our state 
ments, and who can say but that, in a few years, having estab- 
lished our Stall, and properly disciplined the old woman, you 
may venture to publish that the Stall ts haunted ? and if it 
takes as well as the other story, wecan exalt the editor of the 
Intelligencer, and his compeers, as our pious fore-fathers dic 
theSalem witches. As it is written, He that humbleth him- 
self, shall be exalted. Only rid the State ofthat anti-orthodo. 
Sellow, and we could re-commence the fabrications of remark- 
able infants, apostate universalists, state-prison hypocrites, 
salvation stalls, and all such Able frcts, and there would be 
none to molest or make us afraid, 

So the reader will discover that the conductorsof the Mir- 
ror, dare not openly mention our paper, and fairly oppose it, 
lest their more candid and discerning patrons should be in- 
duced toobtain and examine it, and see their deeds brought 
to light. A more prudential step could not be taken, if they 
wish to continue their readers in darkness concerning the 
truth. But how those gentlemen can settle the accounts with 
their conscience and their God, in refusing to oppose and re- 
fute, in the most direct manner, a damnable heresy, as thes 
call our doctrine, is more than we can divine. 

— 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ 


(c'prIn our paper of to-day, we publish the concluding re- 
marks of our friend “Origen,” on the signification of the 
word Hex, as used in the scriptures. We take this opportu- 
nity to express our approbation of his highly creditable labors, 
and conzratulate our readers that his articles enrich the col- 
tmns of the Intelhigencer., Expressing undissembled gratitude 
tor the past, we solicit a continuance of like favors. We 
earnestly recommend to our readers, a careful and frequent 
perusal of.these numberson /flades and Gehenna, and would 
suguest the propriety of using care that the papers containing 
them be preserved, as the loss of one, would break the chain 
and destroy the connexion of the examination. The passag- 
es examined, are compased with the connexion in which they 
stand in the bible, as faras Was convenient in such laconic dis- 
sertations. The design of the whiter is every way commenda- 
ble. He does not, as is pretended by some, undertake to 
prove that the word neni. ought never to be used, or that 
there is no state to which men are hable, properly described 
by that word, But his dbject is to show that the popular no- 
tion of a place of endless sufferings, is not to be learned from 
the bible use and definition of the word in question. And 
blessed be God, “ Onteen” has succceded in his attempt be- 
yond refutation. Let us remember then, candid reader, that 
white we pity those who fearfully believe the sentiment which 
he has refuted, it becomes us to be upon our guard, to watch 
and pray, that we do not commit those sins which incur the 
mental sufferings agd corporeal judgments of the hell which 
he has described. : 

“Sketch Preacher” is welcomed into our columns. We 
hope he will not fail to furnish us a number for each paper. 
‘‘Pacificus” is informed that by accident, the communi- 
cation which we promise# in our last, was lost and cannot be 
found. If he will kindly favor us with another mauvuscript, 
he will receive our gratitude. 

Several other articles are on hand, to which we promise at- 
tention, as soon as convenient, 
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MARRIZD. 
In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Abraham W. 
Crowinshield, to Mics Sarah B. Peters. 











DInD. 

In this town, very suddenly, Hon. Grorce Brapnvay, 
aged 54, formerly a Representative from this District in the 
Congress of the U. States, and more recently a member of the 
Senate of this State—A Child of Mr. John Conner, aged 2 
years.—Robert Horton, jr aged 16, son of Robert H. 

In Greene, Lieut. John Drake, aged 41. His death was 

caused by the vheel of a cart passing over his body; he has 
left a widow and tw» children to mourn the loss of a kind 

husband, and a tender parent. Hewasa worthy citizen, and 

a firm believer in the final salvation of all men, and remair? - 





be excited to sce the paper, and know what it contains. The 


so until he breathed his last, 
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POETRY. 


SABBATH MORNING. 
My soul, is this a Sabbath morn? 
‘The day on which from death was born 
The Saviour of mankind ? 
Like Mary, early as the dawn, 
My heart shall seek him, who was born 
Froin death. O may | find! 





Ilis gracious voice shall cheer my heart, 
Uis love a balsam shall impart 

To every wound I feel; 
Ilis word is light, ’tis grace and peace, 
O may it through the day increase, 

And hidden things reveal. 


May millions on this happy day, 

Rejoice in Him who is the way, 
Who is the truth and life ; 

And may the great salvation sbine, 

Through Jesus who is all divine, 
The end of sin and strife. 


© shall we on this joyful day, 
Slumber the precious morn away, 
Nor think of him who rose? 
Who found the way from death to heaven, 
Eternal life to man hath given, 
Aud joys which never close. 
paEsS 











FOR TIE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


CHRISTIAN OPITULATOR, 
—— No. XI. 


What is the true signification of the word HELL ? 
CONCLUDED. 

In our last, having fimshed the examination of 
those words trauslated hell, we promised, as will be 
recollected, to notice a few instances, wherein the 
same Original worc's havea different translation. But 
as the quoting of all such instances, in the scriptures, 
would lay us under the necessity of writing as many 
inore numbers, perhaps,as we have before completed ; 
we shall only select a few texts, in order that peo- 
ple may see the impropriety of understanding by 
those original words, a place or state of never-ending 
torments. To adopt a uniformity of translation, we 
should read in Job xiv. 13,as follows. © O that thou 
wouldst hide me in hell,” &c. Now we have just as 
much reason to say, that Job desired to be committed 
to a place of eternal misery, as we have tu assert that, 
the rich man, mentioned in Luke, because be was 
said to “lift up his eyes in hell, being in torments,” 
was consigned toa piace of ceascless distress : For 
the same original stands in each text, and cannot, 
vonsequently, signify two infinitely different things. 

Again. We should also read in Job xvii. 13, 
‘‘ Hell is mine house.” If we are to understand by 


° e ° . es 
‘the original, what is commonly understood by hell, 


we must suppose, that the pious Job, that perfect and 
upright man—a man according to God’s own heart, 
had his habitation in the future regions of endless 
punishment. But as no sensible, candid man,woul d 
presume to draw the conclusion ; so, such must also 
acknowledge that, the common understanding of 
this term is erroneous, 


Hosea xiii. 14, 1 will ransom them from the 4 


power of hell, I will redeem them from death. O, 
death! IT will bethy plagues; O hell! Twill be thy 
destruction.” 1 Cor. xv. 55, “O death! where is 
thy sting, O hell! where is thy victory ?” In both 
of these texts, any one, who will take the trouble to 
look into a Bible containing marginal references, 
will find that “hell” stands in the margin. Now it 
seems to us that, it would be imprudent even in the 
udvucates of endless misery to maintain that, hell 
always signifies a place of ceaseless distress; be- 
cause, In case they do maintain it, they must see that, 
the above texts effectually destroy their favorite 
doctrine. For if God will effect the destruction of 
hell, or endless misery, supposing them to be synon- 
ymous ; if hell, or endless misery will mot have the 
victory; then, it is plain that, their rigid adherence 
to that understanding, must lead them to an unpleas- 
unt acknowlecgment; viz. that there can be no such 
thing as an endless hell. 

This much, let it suffice to have said concerning 
HELL, Which has been supposed by many a well 
meaning person, to denote a place of indescribable 
forment, which should exist when the sun, the moon, 
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and all the host of planetary worlds shall have been 
bivtted out of existence ; gay, as long as the SELF- 
EXISTENT shal] occupy his imperishavle seat on the 
throne of Eternity :—that place whose existence has 
been maintained by feeble mortals, to the borror of 
every benevolent, christian mind, and to the joy and 
exultation of Devils. But we should think that all, 
who have followed us through these numbers (be- 
ginning with No. 7, Aug. 16,) must be satisfied that 
hell, as used in the scriptures, as we have said before, 
does not signify a place of endless misery. 

We have not written to discredit any correct sen- 
timent. We do not wish to make it appear that there 
is not a piace of uneeasing torments, if the script- 
ures assert that there is. No. If this were the fact, 
we are sensible that our labors could, by no means, 
annihilate it,or prevent the exposure of mankind to 
it. No one, we’ presume, would charge us with 
sporting with an all important subject, when sporting 
would destroy us and others eternally. We do not 
wish for endless torments, any more than our neigh- 
bors. We would do as much as they to escape 
it, did we believe that such a place did or ever would 
exist. But we have searched the scriptures to see 
‘if these things be so,” and we find it is not so ; and 
this perhaps, will be considered by some, our crime. 
We have brought forth truth, and this will be our 
accusation, But we heed them not. We care not 
for the maledictions of the wilfully blind and the in- 
curably superstitious. With us, it is a small thing to 
be judged by man’s judgment, especially when it is 
ehyendered, as it too often is,on the seat of par- 
tiatity and prejudice. 

We cannot conclude without assuring the friendly 
and patient readers of these numbers, ef our sincere 
and ardent prayer to the Father of all flesh, that he 
would bless them with the Ltignr of everlasting 
truth ;—fill their hearts with that divine BENEVO- 
LENCE, Which shall cause them to abhor every senti- 
ment that savors of cruelty ;—and animate them with 
that Love, which shall lead them in the path of 
duty, to feed in the green pastures, and to slake their 
thirst with the divine waters of HIS GOODNESS. 


ORIGEN. 
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SUMMARY 
Of the Proceedings of the General Convention. 


The Genera, Convention o- Universarists of the New- 
England States and others, assembled at the village of Clin- 
ton, N. Y. on the 17th of September, 1823. Brs. C. G. Par- 
sons, R. Carrique, P. Morse, J. Flagler, A. Kneeland, H. Bal- 
lou and P. Dean, were called to preach on the occasion. 

The Council appointed Brs. R. Streeter, A. Kinsman, and 
R Bartlett, a committee to visit the Worthen Association ;— 
R. Carrique, H. Ballou, 2d. and David Pickering the South- 
ern Association; G. B. Lisher, R. Carrique, and 5. R. Smith, 
the Western Association ; R. Streeter, S. Streeter, and W. A. 
Drew, the Eastern Association; H. H. Winchester and H. 
Ballou, 2d. to visit the Franklin Association, which was re- 
cently formed in the.western part of Massachusetts, and dur- 
ing the session, received into the fellowship of the General 
Convention. 

Considerable of the business which came before the Coun- 
cil, and is published in the Minutes, is omitted for want of 
room, and from a conviction, that other matter previously 
prepared, will be more interesting, and certainly, more useful. 

The Convention was adjourned, to meet by divine permis- 
sion, in Strafford, (Vt.) on the 3d Wednesday and Thursday 
in September, 1824. 


Extracts from the General Epistle. 


‘© Dearly beloved Brethren ;—The infinitely wise 
and ever gracious Parent of the universe, has kindly 
vranted us another anniversary convocation, and has 
so copiously showered on us the dews of divine grace, 
that we feel bound to exercise unfeigned and ever- 
lasting gratitudeto Him as the great Giver of every 
good and perfect gift: and we most cordially invite 
every sincere lover of truth, and every humble disci- 
ple of the Son of God, to participate in our spiritual 
joys, and partake of the riches of gospel grace, pre- 
pared in infinite mercy for all people. We were 
received by the brethren in the faith of the common 
salvation atthe place of our assembling, with the 
liveliest expressions of christian affection, which were 
most heartily reciprocated. 

* During out Session our hearts were made glad 
Ly the jovful intelligence, received from every direc- 
tion, of the increase of believers, the formation of 


es, the addition of laborers to the ministry, and ihe 
unexampled prosperity of Zion in the rapid advance. 
ment of gospel truth. The cause of universal beney- 
olence, grace and salvation is generally flourishing 
throughout our happy country ; particularly in Maine, 
Massachusetis, Rhode-Igland, Connecticut, Penn- 
sylvania, and various parts of the State of N. York, 
At this anniversary Session, one young brother was 
set apart to the woik of the ministry of reconciliation 
by the solemnity of ordination; and three others 
received into fellowship as ministers of the divine 
word: allof whom we humbly trust have been en- 
dowed from above to testify the gospel of the never- 
failing grace of God—and we fervently invoke on 
then: the eternal benedictions of heaven, for their 
faithfulness and success in the promotion of peace 
on earth and good will amongst men, and in all the 
labersvof the moral vineyard of our God. 

‘“ BreTuREN in the ministry of universal recon- 
ciliation. Suffer the word of exhortation from one 
who would ever joyfully share with you the instruci- 
ions of divine wisdom, and would humbly solicit the 
counsel of age and experience inthe reciprocal exer- 
cise of fraternal affection, and the faithful perform- 
ance of christian duty. The whitened fields of the 
Redeemer’s harvest extend in boundless prospect. 
The chystaline streams of the river of life, 
in gentle currents flow—The spirit of inquiry is 
abroad inthe earth, and all eyes are directed to the 
mountain of Zion to receive the blessing of those 
whose feet are shod with the preparation of the gos- 
pel of divine peace, who bring good tidings, who 
publish salvation, v ho proclaim the universally tri- 
amphant reign of JEHovAH, and pronounce thc 
words of eternal life. If you would finish your course 
with joy to testify the everlasting gospel of the im- 
partial grace of God, it is highly important that you 
give yourselves wholly to these things, that your 
profiting may appear to ajl—that you hold frequent, 
sweet communion with your God—that you teach by 
precept as well as by example—that you preserve the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace—that you be 
instan! in season and out of season in the arduous 
labors of your vocatiou—and that you ever keep in 
view the bright example of our Lord and Master, 
whose soul was compassion, whose life was purity, 
whose word was truth, and whose governing principle 
was, thy will, O God, be done! Remember that it is 
required of stewards that a man be found faithful. 
Remember that the servant of the Lord must net 
strive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, pa- 
tient in meekness, instructing those who oppose 
themselves. Remember that our bond of union is 
not any particular speculative opinion, but it is 
charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, 
and of faith unfeigned. Preserve inviolable, this 
bond of perfectness. Your duty is to instruct the 
ignorant, reform the vicious, console the afflicted, 
confirm the wavering, uphold the weak, relieve the 
oppressed, break the bread of life, reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine—and let 
humility, sincerity, forbearance and charity adoro 
your lives, while instrumentally directing the trium- 
phant march of the buman mind to the glorious 
Temple of divine wisdom and eternal truth. Above 
all things, be entreated to remember your entire de- 
pendence ov Him at whose mandate all worlds were 
formed—all beings created, and all creation crowned 
with light and glory. 

All herein addressed, are most affectionately com- 
mended to the paternal care and tender mercy of 
a Gop OF UNDERIVED, IMMUTABLE, UNBOUNDED 
AND ENDLESS LOVE! And may all people respond, 


Amen,” Per order. 
PITT MORSE. 





The Black River Branch of the Western Association @ 
Universalists, convened at Ellisburg, WY. Oct, 1823. It w 
adjourned to meet at Brownsville, on the fourth Wednesdé 
and Thursday of June next. 
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